NMA NEWS
ARCHITECT SELECTION
PROC ESS A DISCUSSION
Don P. Schlegel, FAlA

The New Mexico Society of Architects
strongly supported and actively lobb ied for
the passage of the Procurement Act of
1984. Our hope was that the Act would ensure consistency of selection procedures
throughout the state. Various local
jurisdictions, however, put various interpretations on the meaning of the Act, with
the result that, in many cases, price
became the only criterion for choosing an
architect or engineer .
Based on the probl ems presented by
these different interpretations, the NMSA
agreed to collaborate with the State Purchasing Office to help develop guidelines
to assist local jurisdictions. Attendance and
presentations at a series of workshops
around the state is a first step in this collaboration. What follows is a summary of
what is to be discussed at the workshops .
Under the provisions of the Procurement
Act, a local jurisdiction has three.options:
1) the}' can call for competitive sealed proposals with the selection based upon
qualifications alone; 2) they can call for
competitive sealed proposals which include
a bid price which becomes part of the
evaluation criteria; 3) they can call for bids
for professional services and select on the
basis of price alone .
The first option is the one we are most
familiar and comfortable with - that is
selection on the basis of qualifications
alone. The large building own ers in the
stat e of New Mexico (the State, Federal
Government, Albuquerque Public Schools,
the City of Albuquerque and Bernalillo
County) use this method of selection. The
firms are ranked and a short list is named
- then the agency can negotiate with the
firms in order of preferential ranking, until
an agreement is reached that satisfies its fee
crit eria. The Stat e publishes an architectural/ engineering rate schedul e as does
APS and the Federal Government . Th e City of Santa Fe is in process of developing
one. The schedules repr esent guidelines of
what fees should be and are a point of
departure from which you begin negotiations.
Th e second opti on is the sealed propo sal
with price as one of the criteria. This
presents many of the same problems as the
next opti on and it is recomm ended to procur ement officers that price be given a low
percentage of the total criteria. Followin g
this recommendation will allow flexibilit y
in selection, as in the case of a firm with e; tensive experience in the type of building

THE STATUE OF LIBERTY
WINS THE AlA'S HENRY
BACON MEDAL FOR
MEMORIAL ARCHITECTURE

The Statue of Liberty, which has stood in
New York Harbor for 100 years as a symbol of freedom and hope to millions of immigrants, has been selected to receive The
American Instit ute of Architects' 1986
Henry Bacon Medal for Memorial Architecture.
Named in honor of the 1923 AlA Gold
Medal recipient who designed the Lincoln
Memorial, the Henry Bacon Medal
recognizes excellence in memorial architecture around the world. It will be presented

being proposed with , perhaps, a price that
is not the lowest. Experience and qualifications can be weighted and given higher
priority than the price.
With the third option it must be
understood that a bid for architectural / engineering services is only as good
as the specifications outlined by the procurement office. In order to receive an accurate bid, needs must be mad e specific in
every facet of the specification with service
required clearly outlined. An example of a
prop er specification is one developed bv
Sandia Labs. It clea rlv outlines what the
mechanical system sh~uld be, what the
structural system should be, what the electrical system should be and what the
building materials should be. It comes
with a book of standard detail s which tells
the architect or engineer exactly what they
have to do . Thi s is a type of specification
that allows an architect or engineer to bid
D.P.S.
a job accurately.

at the AlA 1986 National Convention in
San Antonio , June 8-11.
"It is fitting that, on its 100th anniversary, the Statue of Liberty should be
honored by the AlA. It stands as one of the
great artifacts of the world, a part of the
long procession of huge figures - the Colossus of Rhodes, the statue of Athen a on
the Acropolis, the colossal Nero in classical
Rome," said the AlA Jury on Institute
Honors, which selected the Henry Bacon
Medal recipient.
"The Statue of Liberty is not just architecture, not just sculpture, not just
engineering; it has some of the elements of
all three . It is a prime example of collaborative design," said the jury, chaired
by Los Angeles architect Thomas R.
Vreeland, FAIA.
The jury observed that the statue "has
appealed directly to the sentiments of vast
numbers of people - as an expression of
the affection of one country for another, as
a symbol of the most cherished tenet of our
country, as a magn ificent addition to New
York Harbor. The success of this appeal is
manifest in the copies - large and small that people have in their homes, on their
placemats, on their T-shirts. It proves that
design of the highest caliber can have vast
popular appeal."
Now undergoing extensive restoration in
time for its centennial celebration this
year , the Statue of Liberty was first conceived by the French in 1865 as a monument "to pay homage to liberty and to
commemorate the first centennial of
America's independence," according to the
nomination.
The classical figure of the Goddess of
Liberty was designed by the Alsatian
sculptor Frederic-Auguste Bartholdi, and
the statue's innovative iron skeleton was
designed by the famous French structural
en gineer Alexandre-Gustave Eiffel.
Richard Morris Hunt, dean of American
architects, designed the statue's monumental 154-foot pedestal, completed in 1886.
The 305-foot-high Statue of Liberty was
unveiled on Bedloe's (now Liberty) Island
on October 28, 1886, to an audience of
more than one million. The monument
reflecting the enduring friendship betwee~
France and the United States, quickly
became the symbol of new life to millions
of immigrants.
In 1980, the French-American Committee for Restoration of the Statue of Liberty
was formed , and the New York City firm,
Swanke Hayden Connell Architects, was
engaged to head the team of support architects and engineers in supplying plans
and specifications for the statue's restoraNews continued on page 9 . .
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Buying a home is
/
one of the biggest investments you
.. . . . . / may ever make.
That's why it paysto invest in brick. Brick requires less maintenance,
at lower costs, than other materials. Its energy-efficiency savesyou
money. Its fire-resistance means lower insurance premiums. And its
reputation for quality brings a higher resale value. Only brick gives
you the best value when you move in -and when you move out.
For more information about the benefits of brick, contact your local
brick manufacturer or dealer today.

National Brick Week,June 9-15.

MASON CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION OF NEW MEXICO
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tion. Working in concert with the U.S. National Park Service and the Statue of
Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation, the firm
is now completing the comprehensive
three-year effort to improve the statue's
physical condition and enhance visitor access. Restoration is scheduled to be complete on July 4, 1986.
0

TI ERRA INCOGNITA

Plano de la Villa de Santa Fe, Capital de
Reino del Nuevo Mexico, by Jose de Urrutia, 1766, from Tierra Incognita.
Tierra incognita, or unknown land,
opened last fall at the Palace of the Governors in Santa Fe, it presents examples of
Spanish mapmaking in the Southwest from
1540 to 1821. The maps reflect the
discoveries of succeeding explorations expanding from a time when the rest of the
world knew little of the Americas.
"It is more than a show of maps," says
Palace director Tom Chavez. "With our
interpretive materials it is a garnering of
knowledge about the development of the
Southwest."
Maps from the historic period covered
in this exhibition were executed by artists,
members of the Royal Corps of Engineers
and Roman Catholic priests. Many of the
maps were made in Europe and published
there, from information gathered on location in the Southwest. A few were painted
or drawn in the field. They included information on vegetation and on the indigenous people, picturing the people and
their movements over the years.
The featured piece in this show, drawn
from the Museum of New Mexico collection, is a map painted in oil on canvas in
1760 from drawings by Don Bernardo de
Miera y Pacheco, who was an alcalde
(mayor), soldier, merchant and artist of
Santa Fe. The rare Miera y Pacheco map
was publicly exhibited for the first time

Un-Built New Mexico
Represented by the model pictured
above, a long-range master plan for the
development of the New Mexico State
Capitol complex was prepared by Architects Associated in 1962. The plan envisioned a concentrated, pedestrian scaled
complex built around the existing tower, as
a central element, and with the Legislative
Chambers and Executive offices in
separate, but adjoining buildings, located
at the edge of Santa Fe River.
Architects Associated was a collaborative partnership of Santa Fe architects: David deR. Lent, Philippe
Register, Robert E. Plettenburg with John

when the Tierra Incognita show opened at
the Museum of Fine Arts in 1983. Chavez
calls it "one of the most important artifacts
of antiquity in New Mexico."
Ten historic documents from the British
Library in London also appeared in that
original show, and have been reproduced
in color and original size for the Palace.
Approximately 35 originals and reproductions are included in the exhibition, and
one-half are from the Palace collections .
Others have been gathered from Brigham
Young University, the Arizona Heritage
Center and the California State Museum.
"Tierra Incognita is entertaining,
aesthetically pleasing and scholarly," says
Chavez. "It has broad appeal, original

P. Conron as Partner-in-Charge. The plan
received awards from the New Mexico
Society of Architects and the Western
Mountain Region, AlA.
The plan was conceived under the
Republican administration of Governor
Edwin L. Mechem and totally ignored by
the succeeding Democratic administration
of Governor Jack Campbell. By ignoring
the plan, its recommendations and
guidelines we have the much loved Roundhouse. At a point in the construction of the
Roundhouse when the structural frame
was about completed, a large sign appeared on the surrounding construction
fence: "Christians vs the Lions - Sunday, 3
prn".

research, good design and outstanding artifacts."
El Portal - September-November 1985.

PHOTOGRAPHS FROM THE
COLLECTION
The Museum of Fine Arts has a rich and
growing collection of photographs by nationally and regionally known artists as
well as creative newcomers . Photographs
from the Collection is a sampling of recent
acquisitions and other works from the permanent collection on view from October
27 through January 5, 1986.
News co ntinued on page 23 •
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Laguna , New Mexico #2, 1933,
photograph by Willard Van Dyk e from
Photographs from the Collection.
The exhibition's range and vitality
demonstrate the versatility of photography
as an art form. Images in color and black
and white express a wealth of
photographic traditions, approaches, subjects and techniques.
"This show is our way of thanking the
private sector for its crucial support in

helping us build a strong photography collection," says photography curator Steve
Yates. "We also hope the exhibition encourages the public to view photography
as a fine art form. "
Nineteenth-century photographic portraits by the Frenchman Nadar and Scottish collaborators David Octavius Hill and
Robert Adamson bring a historic dimension to the show. Working in the
mid-1800s, these European artists were
pioneers in the art of photography. Their
works are now part of the Photo Archives
of the Museum of New Mexico's history
collection.
Representing the contemporary scene
are American arti sts Walter Chappell, Joel
Meyerowitz, Bernard Plossu, Eliot Porter,
Willard Van Dyke, Brett Weston and
others.

BUILDING A COLLECTION
The Museum of Fine Arts is offering an
exhibition from October 4 through
January 5, 1986, which features paintings
borrowed from private collectors, galleries
and artists. The pieces in Building a Col-

lection: Potential Acquisitions were chosen
because their acqu isition would enha nce
the museum's permanent collection.
Besides offering visitors a view of excellent
art works, the show will appeal to potential donors who wish to contribute to the
acquisition of a particular work for the
museum collections.

A NEW SHOWROOM OPENS
Intile Designs has opened a showroom
and warehouse at 6811 Academy Parkway
East NE in Albuquerque. The firm, which
includes both retail and who lesale operations, features imported marble, ceramic,
quarry and mosaic tile for residential and
commercial use.
Established in 1976, Intile Designs also
has showrooms in Austin, Corpus Christi,
Dallas, Houston, Jacksonville, League City, Phoenix and San Antonio.
The Albuquerque location is locally
owned and operated by Tona Carruthers,
who also founded and is president of NiteOwl Janitorial Service, Inc., a ten-year-old
commercial janitorial service which
employs 50 people.

MARK YOUR CALENDARI
Congratulations to the Colorado Springs
Fine Arts Center on achieving 50 years of
outstanding service to the co mmunity
and best wishes fo r continued success
over the coming 50 years!

+
+

john james wallace
associates architects pc aia
clifford s. nakata
associates architects pc aia

Architects for the recently completed
Fine Arts Center Theater Renovation
Project.

THREE IMPORTANT HAPP ENINGS DURING 1986:

1)

Historical Society of New Mexico
annual meeting - Montezuma, N.M.
June 5-8, 1986

2)

Western Mountain Region, AlA
annual meeting - Salt Lake City, Utah
September, 1986

3)

New Mexico Society of Architects
annual meeting - Santa Fe, N.M.
October 23-25, 1986
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